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Parapsychology’s Only Professorship 


A recent visit to the United States 
(and incidentally to the Parapsychology 
Laboratory at Duke University) by the 
Dutch nuclear physicist, Prof. F. A. 
Heyn of the University of Delft, has 
helped to bring para- 
psychology in the Nether- 
lands into fresh per- 
spective for American 
workers. Especially note- 
worthy is the current 
collaboration between 
Professor Heyn’s labora- 
tory and the Institute of 
Parapsychology at the 
University of Utrecht. 

The Director of the In- 
stitute, Professor W. H. 
the 


C. Tenhaeff, 
distinction of holding the 


only chair in parapsy- 
chology in the world. 

Professor Heyn also 
brought to our attention 
past research hitherto unpublished out- 
side of Holland. For example, experi- 
ments using the modified van Bussch- 
bach procedure have been carried out in 
the public schools by Miss N. G. Lou- 
werens of the Institute and have been 
evaluated statistically in a separate re- 
port by J. H. Makkink of the Delft 
laboratory. Translations of this work 
are in preparation for publication in the 
Journal of Parapsychology. 

American readers, it is realized, have 
had no sufficient introduction to Prof. 
Tenhaeff and his Institute in spite of the 
uniqueness of his professorship. His 
interest in this field began, he states, 
when he was only seventeen and it was 
responsible for his resolve to do graduate 
study in psychology. This he did at the 
University of Utrecht, receiving the 
Ph.D. in 1933 for his thesis ““Paragnosie 
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en ‘Ejinfihlen’”—the first on parapsy- 
chology in Holland. 

Following the receipt of the doctorate, 
Tenhaeff was given the status of “privaat 
docent” in parapsychology at Utrecht, 
and in 1951 he was ap- 
pointed a lecturer in 
parapsychology there. 
The appointment became 
a professorship in 1953, 
and Tenhaeff was made 
the Director of the Para- 
psychology Institute (or 
Department). On his 
staff he now has two 
full-time assistants—one 
a physician—and a sec- 
retary, who is a social 
case worker. The In- 
stitute is largely though 
not entirely supported by 
state funds. 

Over the years, since 
his first book (A Brief 
Handbook of Psychical Research) in 
1926, Prof. Tenhaeff has published eight 
other books in the field, the latest (in 
Dutch) under the title Telepathy and 
Clairvoyance (1958). He been 
especially active as a parapsychological 
educator. He has lectured widely in 
person and in radio broadcasts and has 
written many popular articles. He and 
Dr. P. A. Dietz founded the Tijdschrift 
voor Parapsychologie in 1928, and Prof. 
Tenhaeff is still the editor-in-chief of this 
periodical. He is also a member of the 
Council of the Dutch S.P.R. as well as 
a member of the Parapsychological As- 
sociation in this country. 

Prof. Tenhaeff has been interested in 
the finding of lost objects and the solu- 
tion of problems for the police by the aid 
of ESP, as well as in the psychological 
study of persons gifted with that ability. 
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The Argument over Parapsychology Continues 


Great Britain. A critical attack has 
been made by C. E. M. Hansel of the 
Department of Psychology, University of 
Manchester, more especially on the re- 
search of Dr. S. G. Soal and his co- 
workers. Hansel presents, in The New 
Scientist for February 26, an article out- 
lining a counter-hypothesis of fraudulent 
collusion which he considers adequate to 
explain Soal’s results. We are informed 
that the Proceedings of the Society for 
Psychical Research will present in the 
near future a comparable paper by Han- 
sel and a reply by Soal. 


West Germany. Word has just been 
received of an earlier but important con- 
troversy over parapsychology that took 
place in the pages of the Miinchener 
Medizinische Wochenschrift during 1957, 
beginning in July and ending in Decem- 
ber. The argument began with an article 
by Dr. H. Pfleiderer, Professor of Bio- 
climatology in the University of Kiel, 
which appeared in the Wochenschrift 
under the title, “Is the Existence of 


Parapsychological Phenomena Proved ?” 


Dr. Pfleiderer expressed serious doubts 
about parapsychology (mentioning Amer- 
ican work identified with J. B. Rhine), 
the collection of its data, and the statisti- 
cal evaluation of its results. The Decem- 
ber 13 issue carried replies, the first by 
Dr. A. Neuhausler, Professor of Philoso- 
phy at the Padogogische Hochschule, 
University of Munich, which defends the 
investigations against the charge of im- 
proper selection. In the second, Profes- 
sor Hans Schaefer of the Institute of 
Physiology at Heidelberg University 
rejects the statistical criticism and, on 
the basis of personal acquaintance, de- 
fends the character of the investigators. 
In the third reply the mathematician, Pro- 
fessor E. Tornier, while not wholly ap- 
proving the handling of statistical 
problems in parapsychology, concludes 
likewise that Pfleiderer’s objections on 
that score are easily refuted. Professor 
Pfleiderer, in his final comment, concedes 
that the consequences of the establish- 


ment of psi phenomena would be tremen- 
dous, but indicates that he still has many 
questions, 

***The foremost experimental para- 
psychologist in Germany, Dr. Hans 
Bender, Professor of Psychology at the 
University of Freiburg and Editor of 
the Zeitschrift fiir Parapsychologie und 
Grenzgebiete der Psychologie, has scored 
a victory over his critics, the German 
Society for Protection Against Super- 
stition, according to an article in Der 
Spiegel of January 28. The Society had 
publicized charges against Bender to the 
effect that he was superstitious, supported 
the spread of superstition, and lacked the 
qualifications for a professional expert 
witness. Bender recently obtained a civil 
injunction from the municipal court of 
Berlin restraining the Society from 
further expression of their charges. 


U.S.A. The December, 1958, issue of 
The American Scientist contains an 
article by Dr. Kendon Smith of the De- 
partment of Psychology of the Woman's 
College of the University of North Caro- 
lina under the title, “The Naturalistic 
Conception of Life,” in which parapsy- 
chology is criticized in vague and general 
terms (e.g., “The evidence favoring the 
existence of psychic phenomena is flimsy 
in the extreme.”). The author considers 
the evidence of the field inconsistent with 
naturalism. 

In the letter column of the succeeding 
issue (March, 1959) Smith is taken 
sharply to task by Professor Charles L. 
Brown of the School of Mechanical Engi- 
neering of Purdue University, first on his 
logic that evidence of ESP has to be 
interpreted supernaturalistically — and, 
second, on his rejection of the case for 
ESP. In a second letter Dr. Kenneth 
E. F. Watt, a zoologist of Ottawa, en- 
ters the argument by answering Smith’s 
attack on the evidence of ESP. He cites 
not only the experimental literature but 
also the objective appraisals of reviewers 
in dealing with publications on ESP. In 
his rejoinder Smith makes concessions 
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and moves to less serious positions of 
criticism. 

**#*An argument running through an 
exchange of several letters has appeared 
in Contemporary Psychology for Febru- 
ary and April of this year. The partici- 
pants were Dr. Michael Scriven, Depart- 
ment of Philosophy at Swarthmore, and 
Dr. Norman Guttman, Department of 
Psychology at Duke. Dr. Guttman 
started the discussion by commenting on 
a moderately favorable review. of three 
books on parapsychology which Dr. 
Scriven had written for the October, 
1958, issue of Contemporary Psychology. 
Guttman’s criticism was that “acceptance 
of PK would imply a disbelief in the con- 
servation laws.” Scriven replied that 
in the light of contemporary cosmology 
their virtue was questionable anyhow. 
In the succeeding exchanges the discus- 
sion of the antecedent probability of psi 
got down to finer and less tangible points, 
but when the round ended Guttman was 
still rejecting psi on a priori grounds 
and Scriven was assuring him the ac- 
ceptance of it was not as bad as he 
thought. Professor E. G. Boring, in an 
editorial paragraph, stated his intention 
to “keep on trying to present both sides 
of the issues.” 


***At the third annual meeting of the 
New York University Institute of Phi- 
losophy, and on the second day of the 
meeting, the morning session was given 


to the topic “The Brain and_ the 
Machine.” The participants were Dr. 
Norbert Wiener, Professor of Mathe- 
matics, Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, Dr. Michael Scriven, Professor 
of Philosophy, Swarthmore College, and 
Dr. J. B. Rhine. Wiener reported on 
“machine” developments in discrimina- 
tive reactions approximating human 
thought, as in game playing (checkers, 
for instance). Scriven discussed types 
of performance of the brain in action that 
have not been approximated in 
development. 


machine 
Rhine stated the basically 
different nature of parapsychical opera- 
tions from those of the machine and de- 
scribed a precognition experiment which 


gave results requiring the assumption of 
energetic action of a nonphysical nature. 


Where to Go for the Ph.D. 
Degree in Parapsychology? 


This question is now asked with in- 
creasing frequency. The recent granting 
of the Ph.D. for a parapsychology thesis 
at the University of Bonn, Germany, and 
at Rhodes University in South Africa 
have encouraged such interest. However, 
the question ought to be considered first 
as to whether or not a degree in para- 
psychology is desirable at this stage in 
the development of the field. Much de- 
pends, of course, upon the difficulty of 
getting it in so controversial a subject. 

We have to say at the outset that there 
is no place in the world as yet at which 
a specialized graduate training along with 
the writing of a thesis may be obtained 
in parapsychology; that is to say, it is 
not yet possible to take a Ph.D. degree 
in parapsychology in the strict sense of 
the term. Even at the University of 
Utrecht, where there is a professorship 
and an institute, candidates for the doctor- 
ate are not accepted under the heading 
of parapsychology. 

The more practical question is, rather, 
where may a higher degree be obtained 
with a thesis in parapsychology, sub- 
mitted to a department, let us say, of 
psychology? Although the doctorate has 
been granted on three occasions by Duke 
University (during the time of affiliation 
of the Parapsychology Laboratory with 
the Department of Psychology), the state 
of comparative tolerance of nonconform- 
ity in this country would make it a 
hazardous venture to try for a Ph.D. on 
a parapsychological thesis. Rather, the 
indications are that the best countries in 
which to submit a thesis in parapsy- 
chology would be Great Britain, Ger- 
many, and Holland. Such theses have 
been successfully submitted in the past at 
the universities of London, Oxford, Cam- 
bridge, Utrecht, Bonn, and Munich, and 
there is no indication of any greater dif- 
ficulty today than in the past. To be 


3 Je 


7 
; 


sure, it is necessary to have a professorial 
sponsor who is ready and willing to as- 
sume responsibility for a candidate with 
such a thesis. This has always been the 
definitely limiting factor, but on this 
score the difficulties ought to be diminish- 
ing with the passing of time. There is 
at least one current instance: Professor 
Bender at Freiburg has a graduate stu- 
dent working on a_ parapsychological 
thesis for the doctorate. 

Research in parapsychology has never 
been of the easier, sure-fire type that 
makes good thesis projects, and, as is 
well known, it is a subject that especial- 
ly excites biased reactions. But if, in 
spite of all the uncertainties, one is re- 
solved to attempt a thesis in parapsy- 
chology, it would look as though a 
candidate ought to be able to succeed in 
getting his degree in that way if he has 
sufficient ability. The odds for his suc- 
cess would be somewhat better today than 
over the past twenty-five years, during 
which it has been done at least ten times 
by others. 


Books 


The Mind Readers by Dr. S. G. Soal 
and H. T. Bowden (London: Faber and 
Faber; New York: Doubleday and Co.) 
gives an account of ESP experiments 
with two Welsh boys, fourteen years of 
age at the beginning of the tests, which 
were carried out in 1955 to 1957. The 
book reports some very high scoring with 
a variety of conditions, and with a num- 
ber of expert witnesses aimed primarily 
at safeguarding against sensory cues. 

A British worker long associated with 
the London S.P.R., Mrs, Rosalind Hey- 
wood, has undertaken in her new book, 
The Sixth Sense (London: Chatto and 
Windus) to cover the larger field of 
parapsychology and its hypotheses in a 
reliable, documented way and at the same 
time in readable language. 

Another book for the general public, 
reviewing the developments in the broader 


area of parapsychology, has been pub- 
lished under the title Exploring the Un- 
seen World (New York: Citadel Press). 
The author is Dr. Harold Steinour, a 
chemist with an avocational interest in 
parapsychology. 

In the Dutch language a veteran para- 
psychologist, George Zorab, has pub- 
lished Parapsychologie (’s Gravenhage: 
Universiteit voor Zelfstudie), surveying 
the field in its broadest outlines, 

The Bible as Psychic History (Lon- 
don: Rider and Co.) by the Rev. G. 
Maurice Elliott presents selected Biblical 
items as parapsychical occurrences, with 
discussion. 


Recent Deaths 


Hereward Carrington died in Los 
Angeles on December 26, 1958, at the 
age of 78. Originally a writer and 
editor, he became interested in the phys- 
ical manifestations of mediumship and 
participated in many investigations of it. 
He is best known for his many popular 
books on psychical research. 


Mrs. Lydia W. Allison died in New 
York on March 25, ending a long career 
of service, first to the Boston Society 
for Psychic Research, of which she had 
been a trustee, and later to the Ameri- 
can Society for Psychical Research, of 
which she was not only a trustee but 
an active worker, particularly as editor 
of the Journal of the A.S.P.R. She 
will be remembered also for her studies 
in mediumship, published by the Boston 


Mrs. Helen de G. Salter died suddenly 
on April 22 at her home in Newport, 
Essex, U. K. She was for more than 
fifty years actively associated with the 
London S.P.R. as Council member, mem- 
ber of the Editorial Committee, or as 
Honorary Editor of the Proceedings. 
Through her automatic writing, which 
began as early as 1903, she contributed 
material for investigation over several 
decades. 


The ParapsycHotocy Buttetin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsychology subscribers. 
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North Carolina 


y, 

! ade 

: 


